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• Set up in 1996  

• Originally part of Arts and 
Humanities Data Service (AHDS) 

• Based at the University of York 

• Initially 2 staff – now 13 

• Held DSA since 2011 

• Won DPC Decennial Award 2012 

 

 

 

The Archaeology Data Service 



The Archaeology Data Service 

 

• Develop data collections 

• Preserve and manage digital data  

• Disseminate digital data 

  
Key Roles: 

Remit: 

“Support research, learning and teaching 
with free, high quality and dependable 

digital resources” 



Archives 
•  23 Journals and Series 
•  34,500+ Grey Literature reports 
•  700+ Project Archives (1657     
collections) 
•  Six specialist Bibliographies 
•  19 Doctoral Theses 

ADS resources 



Archaeological data 
 
ADS Archive 
• 2.5 million files, 9.9 TB 
• 189 formats deposited (not versions) 
• 62 preservation formats 
• 355 software types used (including versions) 
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ADS depositors? 
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http://guides.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/ 

What do we ask for?  
 
 

 
 
   



What else do we collect? 



• Metadata completeness  

 

 

• Amount of correspondence 

 

 

• Time take to get complete data 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we get?   



Depositor Feedback   

• It takes too long 

• I didn’t create the data so I don’t know how to fill 
out the metadata correctly  

• It cost too much to pay people to create 

• My projects finished, I am now working on the next 
project, and don’t have time 

• It takes too long 

• I don’t understand what I should be entering 

• I don’t know what software created the data 

• I don’t see the point 

• I don’t want to 

• It takes too long 

  
 
 

 
 
   



ADS Impact Study 
• Depositors reported a wide range of 

preparation and deposit times, from as little 
as 15 minutes to more than 1,000 hours.  

• The mean reported preparation and deposit 
time was 82 hours (median 15 hours) [N=65].  

• One might expect initial deposits of the data 
to take longer than updates, but that was not 
the case for our respondents.  

• Initial deposits took and average of 79 hours 
(median 15) and updates an average 95 hours 
(median 15).  

  
 
 

 
 
   



Addressing Feedback 



ADS-easy feedback   

• It takes too long 

• It cost too much to pay people to fill out form 

• My projects finished, I am now working on the next project, and 
don’t have time 

• I didn’t create the data so I don’t know how to fill out the 
metadata correctly 

• I don’t know what software created the data 

• Too much metadata! 
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Who are our designated  
community? 
 

Historic environment professionals and members of the 
general public interested in the historic environment 



What do users want to know?   

• What is the data about? 

• How can I re-use data? 

• Who created the data?  

• How was data created? 

• How old is the data/when was it updated? 

  
 
 

 
 
   

Discovery 
Rights 
Creation 
Event 

 



What do we present to users? 



Metadata collection alternatives 

• NLP on text 

• Image recognition 

• Autogenerate some technical metadata 

 





http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1011330  

What do users need? 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1011330
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1011330


What do users need? 
 
• More than they realise? 
 

    Creation    Event 



Who are our metadata users? 
 



Migrating data 
 



 

• Know who your users are 

• User don’t always know what 
they need 

• One size does not fill all 
users/data types 

• People will always complain 

• Do whats best for the archive 
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Follow us on Twitter: 
@ADS_Update 

Like us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service 


