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Introduction to the ADS

The Archaeology Data Service:

• set up in 1996 
• one of five AHDS subject centres
• based within the University of York

Funding:

• initially received funding from
• Arts and Humanities Research Board (now AHRC) 
• Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC)

• Presently receives core funding from AHRC alongside a 
range of project‐based funding.
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Introduction to the ADS

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/


http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 4
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

ADS mission statement

Our remit:

“To support research, learning and teaching with high quality 
and dependable digital resources.”

In practice this means three key things:

• That ADS collect and preserve datasets
• That we allow full, easy and free access to these
• And that we additionally provide guidance and support to 

data creators
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Archival standards

We follow the 
Open Archival 
Information 
System (OAIS) 
reference model

In March 2011 we were very pleased to obtain the 
Data Seal of Approval: 
http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/

http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/
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The problem – identifying files
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The problem – identifying files

Adobe Acrobat 6.0 Professional 
Adobe Acrobat  6.0
Adobe Acrobat Professional
Adobe Acrobat 6 
Adobe Acrobat 6 Prof 
Adobe Acrobat 6.0 
Adobe Acrobat
Adobe Acrobat 6.0 Professional Version 6.0.1 03/11/2003
Adobe Acrobat 6.0 Professional v6.0.5
Adobe Acrobat 6.0.1 Professional
Adobe Acrobat Pro 6
Acrobat 6
Adobe Accrobat 6.0

We are not infallible...
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The problem – identifying files
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The problem – recording file identifications



http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 10
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

So what’s the problem?

• What if you have hundreds of files?

• What if Quick View Plus won’t recognise them?

• What if you are having a bad day? 

• Is recording files in batches good enough?
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The solution – recording file identifications
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The solution – recording file identifications
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The end product
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Some limitations and food for thought

• Not all files we have are recognised by DROID

• It can not produce resource discovery metadata

‐ I want to find all reports that mention the Romans
‐ I want to find all databases that contain glass beads
‐ I want to find all images of postholes
‐ I want to find all GIS files for the York area
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What else can we do with this file level metadata?

• Resource discovery 

• Dissemination

• Tracking and controlling access to files

• Integrity checking (using checksums)
4dce4bd39bfdf91ea4999b5ba64067fb
ded37bb7fbe140a8a3569c31df9f9c6b
9efb85810abc1697bb73f98aa4bd13cf

• Reporting

• Preservation planning

Copyright © Megan L. Nell.



http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 16
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Some other tools

• DROID: Digital Record Object 
IDentification

• JHOVE: JSTOR/Harvard Object 
Validation Environment

• NLNZ: National Library of New 
Zealand Metadata Extraction 
Tool

• FITS: File Information Tool Set
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Keep in touch

Thank‐you for listening!

E‐mail: jenny.mitcham@york.ac.uk
Website: http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/

Follow us on Twitter:

@ADS_Update

Follow us on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service

mailto:jenny.mitcham@york.ac.uk
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
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