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RCM and Research Data

• Heritage and ‘standard’ social science/scientific data sets

• With REF looming the Open Access Agenda is becoming more 

important

• GDPR has introduced additional complexity into data storage

• Our practice-based researchers aren’t aware of the data behind their 

work; in the main our composers don’t think of themselves as 

researchers 

• Getting RCM systems to talk to each other – what is the point of 

having a secure storage system for RD if no one can find your public-

facing outputs?



Research Data storage



Heritage data preservation

Future proofing 

We need a data preservation system 

which can cope with current and legacy 

formats.

RCM Studios and Museum have their 

own digital storage systems. 

The Studios had a number of legacy-

format items which were in danger of 

being lost. 



Heritage data

Reel-to-reel tape in need of ‘baking’ Some items were labelled, many blank –

metadata had not been invented!



Preservation data samples

The Studios digitised:

50 x DAT tapes

100 x CD/DVDs

60 x Betamax tapes

100 x reel-reels

20 x audio/video U-matic tapes

30 x VHS tapes



Music and Health Data 

Centre for Performance Science

• Standard surveys and questionnaires from large scale projects such 
as AHRC funded Musical Impact with linked datasets

• Saliva samples from cancer survivors for Tenovus cancer choir

• Performance capture from TELMI project http://telmi.upf.edu/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sh5vegBExY4&feature=youtu.
be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sh5vegBExY4&feature=youtu.be
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TELMI Project data types 

• Kinect motion capture files – text, audio, video



RDSS Project Wish List 

• Data Asset Framework, audit of research data storage requirements

• New researcher profile staff database  - to link to -

• New Jisc research repository as data shop window  - harvest data 
from -

• Preservica data repository – secure long term preservation platform 
to include e-theses



RDSS Project Questions

• The RCM needs a data preservation policy 

• Road-testing Preservica with eg digitised Studios items: is it too 
clunky to use for non data preservation experts?

• Will the Jisc research repository do what we need it to as a front 
end for RCM data? 

• Can we make a compelling case for spending money on data 
preservation? Cost point is too high at the moment to bring to 
Senior Management 
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