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IT CAN SEEM OVERWHELMING

• New formats

• Old formats

• Temptation to leave 

it to “someone else”



DO NOT GIVE INTO THAT TEMPTATION



WHY?

•Not a responsible approach

•Not a sustainable approach

• That is not what digital preservation is!



WHERE DO I START?



TAKE ACTION

•Know your collections

•Set your priorities

•Look at collecting policy/organisational aims

•Keep scanning the horizon



PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

EXTERNAL DEPOSITS

• Recently created material

• Very predictable file types

• Easier to influence file 

formats and software 

choices

INTERNAL DEPOSITS

• Much more likely to 

include older formats

• Less predictable file 

formats

• Harder to influence file 

formats

PROJECTS

• Recently created material

• Very unpredictable file formats

• Depending on the 

circumstances can be 

impossible to influence file 

formats



WHAT THE HEIC

*It’s pronounced “heek” to rhyme with leek

*







IN SHORT

• Do not be passive

• Take action on your collections

• Take part in other initiatives

• Share with others what you find



SHOOTING AT A MOVING 
TARGET
PRESERVATION PLANNING IN AN EVER CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

Rachel MacGregor, Modern Records Centre, University of Warwick

rachel.macgregor@warwick.ac.uk

@An_Old_Hand

DO (PRESERVATION) ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS?

PRESERVATION PLANNING AND TECHNOLOGY WATCH BRIEFING DAY

TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2021


