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Context 
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Digital preservation is not just for cultural memory institutions 

◢ National archives,  

libraries… 

 

◢ Private sector 

 

◢ Other government  

bodies 
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Use Case 1: Rendition 
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Microsoft 

Project  

File 
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◢ Manage two objects together 

◢ (Its not just about sending): 

◤ Manage location 

◤ Manage access 

◤ Manage descriptive metadata  

◢ Retain metadata about the 

objects’ relationship 

Use Case 1: Rendition - Difficulties 
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Use Case 1: Rendition using PDF/A-3 
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AFR Key: 

Source 
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◢ Using PDF/A-3 in this way solves at a stroke a 

widespread records management problem: 

◤ once and for all  

◤ without dependency on custom coding 

◤ with any repository that supports rendition 

◤ producing a result that can be used today by anyone 

◤ with existing rendition software 

Use Case 1 
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Use Case 2: Recursion 
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Use Case 2: email with attachment 
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Use Case 2: the attachment 
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Use Case 2:  a PDF/A-3 rendition 
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AF: Original Email 

AF: Original Word 

AF: Original WMV 

PDF/A-3: Rendition of email document 

AF: PDF/A3: Rendition of Word 

AF: PDF/A-3 Rendition of PowerPoint 

AF: Original PowerPoint 
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◢ Using PDF/A-3 in this way solves at a stroke a 

widespread records management problem 

◤ once and for all  

◤ without dependency on custom coding 

◤ with any repository that supports rendition 

◤ producing a result that can be used today by anyone 

◤ with rendition software that almost exists today 

◢ The records of today are the archives of tomorrow 

Use Case 2 
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◢ PDF/A-3 allows embedding 

of inappropriate AFs 

◢ Nothing can prevent that 

◤ Nor can anything prevent it 

with any other container 

◢ Well-governed use of 

PDF/A-3 kills problems that 

other solutions can’t reach 

Reservation 
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1. Document worthwhile use cases (thank you Andy Jackson) 

2. Produce ‘good practice’ guidance – ISO TR? 

3. (If all else fails) Consider volunteering to draft PDF/A-x 
( PDF/A-3 plus mandatory preservation-specific metadata???) 

only if positive of widespread support and backing  

Suggestions for future work 
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