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Digital Preservation 
Approaches

• defining a Designated 

Community

• ‘re’-selection

• risk assessment & policy

• bit preservation & data 

security

• metadata & documentation

• advocacy

Some Key Challenges

• sharing rich, useable data 

for reproducible research

• scale & volume

• ethics & user awareness

• lack of standards or best 

practice

• vulnerability of content



Sharing Twitter Datasets in 
a Data Repository



Sharing Twitter 
Datasets 
in a Data 
Repository



Sharing Tweet IDs



social media is 
vulnerable to loss

The Twitter Entities shall not be 

liable for … any data loss.

Twitter Terms of Service

LinkedIn is not a storage service. You 

agree that we have no obligation to store, 

maintain or provide you a copy of any 

content or information that you or others 

provide. 

LinkedIn User Agreement



Bit Preservation

Even if immediate sharing is 
not possible….

…preserving the bits, 
metadata, and 
documentation is still critical 
to making social media 
content accessible in future.



Spectrum of Sharing Policies?
It doesn’t have to be all or nothing…



Risk Assessment & 
Policy Development

Develop sharing 
strategies based on the 
dataset or classification 
of datasets?



Public Awareness

‘At the beginning, low awareness 
of the uses of social research 
drove scepticism about its value.’

… about linked administrative data

‘Later in the dialogues, when 
participants had learned more 

about the aims and methods of 
social research, they tended to be 

more positive about its value.’ 

Dialogue on Data
Ipsos MORI Social Research Institute



#thanks!


