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Interactive Narrative as
defined by the Brifish
Library:

O Interactivity: Experiential

Id e I‘Iﬁfy O Narrativity: Non-linear, anti-

story

O Non-standardised: Variety of
tool usage

O Web-based: born-digital, but
NOT downloadable

ock, Caylin Smith, Jeremy Jenkins & lan Cooke,
g Formats at the British Library’ in Proceedings of iPres 2018,
).5281/zenodo.1303007>




people’s republic
of interactive fiction

boston’s if interest group

https://ifdb.tads.org hitp://pr-if.org

http://philome.la

https://www.springthing.net

https://sub-g.com

https://readingdigitalfiction.com/writing-
competition

https://itch.io

the 2018 hHDS.//IfCOmD.OrC]
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https://www.choiceofgames.com Rz

https://intfiction.org/
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Sidebar: Why is Interactive Narrative at incAME
risk?

-
0B the Interactive Fiction Databise

Home | Profile - Edit | Your Page | Your Inbox

A Collection Of Houses
by Jonny Arachnid profile

Surreal
2013

Web Site

wirte ' (based on 6 ratings)
1 member review

About the Story
A short disorientating game about dealing with depression, the hidden truths in a family and the strange way in

which we collect and acquire things.

This is my first game and was inspired in part by 'House of Leaves' by Mark Z Danielewski and Resident Evil.

Game Details

Language: English (en)

First Publication Date: March 12, 2013
Current Version: 1

License: Creative Commons
Development System: Twine
Forgiveness Rating: Merciful

IFID: Unknown

TUID: qumfxc7756v69rp4

Download
There are no known download links for th
game.

Have you played this game?

You can rate this game, record that you'v
played it, or put it on your wish list after §

log in.

Playlists and Wishlists

4 members have played this game
It's on 3 wish lists

RSS Feeds
) Updates to downloadable files
DAl updates to this pags

Innovation for Games
and Media Enterprise

Error (404)

We can't find the page you're looking for.

Here are a few links that may be helpful:
Home
Help center
Sign in
Get a free account
Dropbox Plus

Dropbox Business
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- :
the Tnteractive Fiction Datab|
Home | Profile - Edit | Your Page | Your Inbox

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful:

A Collection Of Houses friete - Oneirrifficl, March 12, 2013
by Jonny Arachnid orsfile by Marshal Tenner Winter (Truth or Consequences, NM)
Related reviews: dream, dreams
Surreal
e I don't normally write reviews and I don't normally play this type of interactive fiction, but I
Web Site wanted to say that I believe the author has done the iob he sat ot to do: to create a
gire - (based on 6 ratings) dreamlike environment through text. So, T won't speak of the system he used to make it or
A the details of the game, I'll leave that for others. I just wanted to say it's worth a play
About the Story _ through; dreamy, weii-wiitten, strange, yet ramiliar. I'd be interested to see more from this
A short disorientating game about dealin . . .
which we collect and acquire things. author and even this particular medium of IF.

This is my first game and was inspired in  Was this review helpful to you? Yes Nc More Options « | Add a comment

Game Details

Language: English (en)
First Publication Date: March 12, 2013
Current Version: 1

License: Creative Commons
Development System: Twine
Forgiveness Rating: Merciful

IFID: Unknown

TUID: qumfxc7756v69rp4



294 works by 114 creators!

OHypertext

OParser-basea
OChoice-based

OMulti-modal
O¢eece



You're tapping away at the keyboard working on a game. You haven't
seen the cat in the last 30 minutes.

Suddenly, you hear a 'meep’ from behind, followed by two more!

Interaction: clicking links
Say 'hello’.

Hosted on itch.io

Adam Hay, The Cat Demands, Twine, 2015, unusualcadence.itch.io/the-cat-demands



https://unusualcadence.itch.io/the-cat-demands

Sunrise

Even after vou ended your studies into the arcane, the nightmares continued to get worse.
You see Amaranth in these dreams - a small and distant land that claims some vague portion of
yvour ancestry - and the tvrant of a prince who rules it. You see everyone vou have ever loved,

everything yvou have ever cherished, shrivel and wither and fade - touched by his corrupting
shadow.

The Red Prince must die. You realise that now.

Only then will the dreams stop.

Castle of the Red Prince

An interactive land of darkness by C.E.J. Pacian

Release 7 / Serial number 130227 / Inform 7 build 6G60 (16/v6.32 1ib 6/12N)

[If vou have not previously visited Amaranth, in dreams or otherwise, type ABOUT and press

return.]

Amaranth
Wild forestland surrounds a quaint and shadowed village.

A sheer cliff rises over the treetops, upon which is perched an ancient and gothic castle.

(EXPLORE or X the land to find the means to the Red Prince's undoina. )

Hosted on iplayif.com > Interaction: Typing commands

C.E.J. Pacian, Castle of the Red Prince, Inform 7, 2013,
http://iplayif.com/2story=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifarchive.org%2Fif-archive%2Fgames%2Fzcode%2FC astle OfTheRedPrince.zblorb



http://iplayif.com/?story=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifarchive.org%2Fif-archive%2Fgames%2Fzcode%2FCastleOfTheRedPrince.zblorb

Double/Cross
by Toni Owen-Blue

About More Games Blog Subscrib

Show Stats | | Restart | | Seftings

The limo slides smoothly to a stop in front of the marble step

leading up to the front door

You've just clicked open vour door, ready to go and let Mr Haywood out when you heara

shout.

bDlll)iE‘ a t.-l'DSS

by Toni Owen-Blue

"Unknown figure on the roof!"

As Mr Haywood's primary protector, vour priori

safety at any cost. Your years of

training have taught you to:

About More Games Blog Subscribe

Show Stats Restart | | Settings 11, order the driver to get

. That's text book.

You are the head bodyguard assigned to protect the richest, most powerful man in England.

Enter a house filled with secrets and intrigue, and see if yoi . . . Pull Mr Haywood's body behind you and become a human shield. This may not be the
~ - 5 g ) . first port of call, but it's my personal knee-jerk reaction.

colotfrful cast that 1r?hab1ts it. Choose between a Fost of ron | n 'I'e rO C 'I'I O n . M G |<| n g C h O I C es

and female, but don't forget to protect your own interests tf

or will you diseard vour morals for something more inviting?

Order a diamond formation around the car and send someone to the roof to check for

threats. No need to jump at loud noises, it's :

overboard.

* 85,000 word romantic drama.

* Make friends and business partners and decide who keeps your loyalty and who you'll Open fire on the roof, finally time for some action! Just what I've been waiting for!
double cross as you protect the richest man in England, or just look out for yourself.

» Schmooze, sneak, backstab, fight or work your way to the top.

* Piece togethert truth abhant the ealarfnl pact that currannd wwom nneaver the secret of
the kidnapper a . Downioad an the arpon g poincie ot

* Playv male or fen B U T . P O YWO | | e d App Store ’. Google Play ﬂ ag‘_n_@_;on

Love it? Hate it? Write us at doublecross@choiceofgames.com

You can play the first chapter of the game fo e. Purchase the rest of the game below.

Buy It Now for $1.99

If vou've already purchased, click here to restore purchases

Play Now for Free A
£ Download on the AD N
@& AppStore | P> Google Play

Love it? Hate it? Write us at doublecross@choiceofgames.com H OS'I'ed O n C h OiC e Of G O m es

Toni Owen-Blue, Double/Cross, ChoiceScript, 2015, oiceofgames.com/user-contri oss/#utm medium=web&u


https://www.choiceofgames.com/user-contributed/double-cross/#utm_medium=web&utm_source=ourgames
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Maria Mencia, The Winnipeg (El barco de la esperanza/The boat of hope), Web, 2018,
hitps://winnipeg.mariamencia.com/ « Hosted on creator’

s personal site



https://winnipeg.mariamencia.com/
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BUT: Does this counte = = ——

a I'm still at the office!

v

: St TG
BUT: |S Thls O gome rOTher ThOn med world as Nina Aquila, defence attorney and bona fide L ee p!
interactive fiction? B e e vy e Web bosed Hosted on itch.io

Ethan Fox, Nina Aquila: Legal Eagle, RPG Maker, 2018, hitps://ethan-fox.itch.io/nale



https://ethan-fox.itch.io/nale

ormation ~

Updated (D & days ago
Status 0oy it

Platforms /100 e
Rating # & fr & & (9)
Author  E{han Fox

=4 Add To Collection
(I Related games

e Fiction, Adventurs, \Visual Nove

emale Protaganist, graphic-adventurs, Mystery, RPG Maker, Story R

HOWEVER: Creator identifies s  Inferc
the work as interactive fiction = g ‘

ction: Making choices

[PressEllT |
Present Evidence
Continue

Open Menu

Back

I saw Meryl leaving the camp grounds
after the party, while the building
was on fire.

Battle for justice in an anime-themed world as Nina Aquila, defence attorney and bona fide Legal Eagle!

Nina Aquila: Legal Eagle is an anime-themed graphic adventure game, in which you play the role of a defence attorney. Fledge
City is in crisis, and it's up to Nina Aquila and her friends to make sure justice prevails!

Ethan Fox, Nina Aquila: Legal Eagle, RPG Maker, 2018, https://ethan-fox.itch.io/nale



https://ethan-fox.itch.io/nale

Summer is over. It's time to go back. I stand
amongst the debris of my childhood, and the more
recent debris of my past three months. There is a
lot of it, this stuff, but it's okay. What I need, I will

pack.

There's my [Jf:1esi8 il=. A desk, with three

drawers. A shoebox.

My bag and my little green luggage stand agape.

(Above) Verity Lee, 30 Kilogrammes,
Texture, 2016,
https://verityvirtue.itch.io/30-

kilogrammes

The material on this website has been
submitted in partial fulfilment for the
requirements for the degree of Doctor of
- Philosophy at Edge Hill University
S WHAT IS 3AD INFLUENCES?

3 tedd 0 the foe

g

i

(Below) J.R. Carpenter, Along the
Briny Beach, Javascript, 2012, m

http://luckysoap.com/alongthebrin
beach/ (Above) Emma Pooka, Bad
AMEE the pny Hkeh Influences, Himl, 2013-2014,
http://badinfluences.org.uk


https://verityvirtue.itch.io/30-kilogrammes
http://luckysoap.com/alongthebrinybeach/
http://badinfluences.org.uk/

OLack of standardization

W Hypertext
29;10% .
/M e ONo central locafion(s)
"W Choice
y # Avatar-driven ONO CO”eCTiOn meThOd
68 23% «Other for commercial works




Collection Tools:

@Y, VA Webrecorder

IIW:',_ ..; == -1,;-' ,I.E:ﬂ "I-'.".u . I:' -.:. .,- . - :._: _ ~ N o
— v— - — T——— Collect & Revisit the Web




You're tapping away at the keyboard working on a game. You haven't

seen the cat in the last 30 minutes.

Suddenly, vou hear a 'meep’ from behind, followed by two more!

Say 'hello’'.

18

Adam Hay, The Cat Demands, Twine, 2015, unusualcadence.itch.io/the-cat-demands



https://unusualcadence.itch.io/the-cat-demands

from many lands; each unique and stunning 1n 1ts own way. Which remind

vou of the fee?” I ask. Mrs Enwona nods

She has told

leather bag and pulls out an egg

ﬁy breath
catches in my

Thoret 2 bl * Toany throat. It is as big as &

d speckles of white and
1 ietd won she would ke w e 52 bronze It is definitely

r b (i ] going on a shelf.

mes U | i o doieeds sl Tl s

avs befors she clocks that she b= leaking irs a mirrar and

Chikodili Emelumadu, Onyinye Iwu & Tory Hoke, The Fixer, HTML, in Sub-Q Magazine, 2015, hit sub-g.com/play-the-
fixer/


https://sub-q.com/play-the-fixer/
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AUNTS AND BUTLERS

AN INTERACTIVE NOVELLA FOR THE ELECTRIC COMPUTER

Drawing room
ndz through the = 5 TN & thiz being ¢ v aomt, the ikl i e in o 3 8 are. It iz, by your standards, a
1 ith a vely i

fillage.
pe, upon which is perched an ancient &
Webrecorder

(-

Creator's custom-made engine
C.E.J. Pacian, Castle of the Red Prince, Inform 7, 2013,

Robin Douglas Johnson, Aunts and Butlers, Versificator, 2006,


http://iplayif.com/?story=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifarchive.org%2Fif-archive%2Fgames%2Fzcode%2FCastleOfTheRedPrince.zblorb
http://versificator.net/aunts-and-butlers/

Journey Through your Final
Dream

Sammi Narramore, Journey Through Your Final Dream, Ink,
2018,
https://narramoreart.itch.io/finaldream-inkjom18

dripping with the waters
of sheol

Lady Isak Grozny

ECTOCOMP 2017

Do you prefer the Name of God be censored/substituted?

Your name is N L Lev Venyaminovich. (When the mood takes you, and
you're a trans girl rather than an effeminate kind of man with certain predelictions,
you go by Lyubov Venyaminovna.) You live in Svet-Dmitrin.

Moonlight seeps in through a gap in the curtains, filtered by the dirty glass of the
windows. Dust motes dance in the beams. Grime coats the windows. Laundry—
yours, Anzu’s—carpets the floor, though a space has been cleared in front of the
full-length mirror. The rolltop desk gapes open, its surface covered by journals of
matural and unmatural philosophy and at least five mugs containing varying
amounts of mouldering tea. A lone fork, crusted with the remains of some long-
forgotten meal, lics on a patch of miraculously bare carpet, tines pointing up toward
the ceiling. A P The love of your life?

Outside in the hallway, Amsm is fiddling with a picture-frame that he caught
hanging crooked. He sounds unhappy.

Isak Grozny, dripping with the waters of sheol, Ink, 2017,
https://ladyisak.itch.io/sheol

Webrecorder



https://narramoreart.itch.io/finaldream-inkjam18
https://ladyisak.itch.io/sheol

Webrecorder




Every day you turn the handie of the magnificent brass arrery, waiting for the plancts to come into alignment,

Use the arrow keys to move, Interact with objects and to scroll through text.

This small Secred Santa for ingsguid containg 4 endings ted in Ditsy.

Final scroons were eroated with | mias fo Bitsy using Open Clip Art.

More Ieforrnation -

Ash Green, Changes: A Mysterious
Tale, Bitsy, 2018,
https://ashg.itch.io/changes-a-
mysterious-tale

- MO TIME TO LOSEt I must get
=r indoors before the change

-

Every day you turn the handle of the magnificent brass orrery, waiting for the planets to come into alignment.
Use the arrow keys to move, interact with objects and to scroll through text.

This small Secret Santa for dumplingsquid contains 4 endings and was crg

Final screens were created with Image to Bitsy using Open Clip Art. S eTTi n gs
which affect

capfture

Embed options



https://ashg.itch.io/changes-a-mysterious-tale

Capture

<: failed <: User comments

retained

Creator

~ description &
specifications
retained

Comments

Marina Diez, Aquarium, Bitsy, 2018, https://ninfa.itch.io/aquarium Marina Diez, The Forest: A Fable, Bitsy, 2018, https://ninfa.itch.io/the-
forest-a-fable (comments section)



https://ninfa.itch.io/aquarium
https://ninfa.itch.io/the-forest-a-fable

Webrecorder (any browser)
ACT

Works containing Webrecorder (any

significant video, audio, or  browser)

. Basic Ink works capture well  ACT in the first instance,
visual elements

with ACT, those which have Webrecorder with any

Work which requires a Welbrecorder (any

button press or text entry browser) been heavily customised browser to eliminate issues

e GBI FEITRER et @ aliale may require Webrecorder with styling such as dynamic

Most images in Twine works  ACT in the first instance, irCPTwover fext elements.

capture successfully with Webrecorder with any T —— ACT (compiied]

ACT, particularly ifimage ~ browser to eliminate issues captured fully, although any CS webrecorder (uncompiled —

URLs are added. Some with images, Webrecorder works can be captured fo some errors likely)

may require Webrecorder  with Firefox v49 to degree with Webrecorder (Firefox

if javascript or dynamic eliminate issues with v49)

images are used. javascript Webrecorder (Firefox v49)
ACT Cannot be captured with

If the work has an opening  Click to start: ACT either tool.

page which can be Arrow keys to start: Cannot be captured with

started by clicking, ACT will Webrecorder either tool.

be able to capture ACT

successfully, if not, use ACT

Webrecorder Depending on the nature of  ACT & Webrecorder

While Webrecorder is Webrecorder (any the dynamic content, it may

be best to run the site
through ACT to ensure CSS

code, images, html index files

generally recommended browser)
for Inform 7, ACT can work
equally well depending on
whether it is click to start, etc are captured and follow
or space bar to start, and up with Webrecorder to see if

where and how it has more of the ‘feel’ of the site

been uploaded. can be obtained.




O Webrecorder:

O© Great for video, audio etc
O® Time-consuming, manual
OACT:
O© Large scale, easily scheduled, automated captures
O® Limited success with some formats

O® Sometimes differences between QA output & live
environment output

26



Analysis

Top 3 genres:
Slice of Life
Fantasy
Science Fiction

Genre-mixing very common

Genre
S 2% 4 1% 5: 2%

59; 20% 37: 13%
11; 4%

41; 14%

8; 3%

16; 5%

INGAME

Innovation for Games
and Media Enterprise

B Adventure

E Children's

®m Comedy

® Crime

® Educational

® Erofic Fiction
B Experimental

4: 1% ®mFantasy

m Historical Fiction
®m Horror

B Mystery

m Poefry

B Romance

m Science Fiction
m Slice of Life

®m Surredl

57:19%



Public Transport

Tea
Mental Health
Pets (Cats)

nteractive Fiction (Metanarratives)




l, f"\‘l_r# ,v/fi" y AN | ';" {v’ X L
P an \ | Y o s

A N | r———( ‘ |1 B A l ‘ ] I

SAR=ACRIASAN |

About
Begin

S We used to walk past this data vendor on the way to and from school. They had a sweets printer there and when I was
good, Mum would give me spare tokens for sweets. One time 1t was really sunny and I was holding my token up to
make it glint in the sun. and it slipped straight out of my fingers and rolled along the road and off the kerb and down a
storm outlet. And you know what my sister did? she didn't say anything, just took some of her own tokens and went in

and came back out with a big bag of fudge.

Lynda Clark, The Memory Archivist, Twine,
2019, End playback.

hit notagoth.itch.io/the-memor
archivist



https://notagoth.itch.io/the-memory-archivist

The Memory Archivist

JavaScript

Any JavaScript entered here will irgss
The train is more quiet than usual on the way to work.

The election results won't be known until later in the day.
The speculation in the papers is that there will be a new government.
Maybe they will be able to fix the job market.

You've never paid that much attention to politics yourself because you find it
boring.

It's going to be a long day.

(s)}}setH weV: ble(a,t[0]),5(e).text(1),
I B o ON . st 1 fy(t))}}function

1"_Uvﬂﬂ221Q|1flPi[(Q%Jrﬂ I=typeof e&&'"'"!==e? :
[e. byl , e, th)]:_state. | [e]:void 0}function
riable(e,a){ I=typeof e&&''"!==ecl& I=typeof a&&

(1,e. th)),_st . [e]=a) }var

INGAME
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(Background)
Json for link
cycling in
Memory
Archivist,
amended from
Ostrich by
Jonathan Laury
(foreground)

Ostrich, Twine,
2018,
hitps://borntop
ootle.itch.io/ost
rich



https://borntopootle.itch.io/ostrich

a haunted mine!

[ get the i
little, the

terrifyin,
maglev

shushing is just as disconcerting,

somehow.
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http://springthing.net/2017/play_online/BrevityQuest/brevity_quest.html
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Thank you for listening!

Dr Lynda Clark

University of Dundee
IclarkO01@dundee.ac.uk



